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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING 
---_------- l______-___l________l_-_----------------- 
IN THE MATTER OF TEE DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 

: FINAL DECISION AND ORDER 
LAURA J. VON HOFFEN, R.N., 

RESPONDENT : 
---m--e- ___-_____________-____---------------- 

The parties to this action for the purposes of Wis. Stats. sec. 227.53 are: 

Laura J. Von Hoffen 
235!1 126th Street 
Trevor, WI 53719 

Board of Nursing 
P.O. Box 8935 
Madison, WI 53708-8935 

Department of Regulation and Licensing 
Division of Enforcement 
P.O. Box 8935 
Madison, WI 53708-8935 

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the 
attached Stipulation as the final decision of this matter, subject to the 
approval of the Board. The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers 
it acceptable. 

Accordingly, the Board in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and 
makes the following: 

xm s 

Laura J. Van Hoffen, R.N. (D.O.B. 10/31/57) is duly licensed as a 
regii;ered nurse in the state of Wisconsin (license # 104243). This license 
was first granted on April 25, 1990. 

2. Respondent's most recent address on file with the Wisconsin Board of 
Nursing is 23511 126th Street, Trevor, WI 53719. 

3. On or about February 18, 1990, respondent submitted an application for 
licensure to the State of Wisconsin Board of Nursing. A true and correct Copy 
of this application is attached to and incorporated by reference in this 
Complaint as Exhibit A. 

4. In response to Question #15 on Exhibit A, "Have you ever been 
convicted of a crime (misdemeanor or felony) or are you subject to a pending 



criminal complaint?" respondent marked "No" for her answer. 

5. At the time respondent submitted her application for Wisconsin 
licensure, she had the following conviction record: a) a 1982 conviction for 
driving under the influence; b) a 1983 conviction for driving under the 
influence; c) a 1984 conviction for driving under the influence and d) larceny 
conviction entered in the late 1970's. 

6. On or about May 17, 1990, respondent was convicted in the state of 
Illinois of unlawful acquisition of a controlled substance. Respondent was 
placed on probation and ordered, among other things, to attend and complete 
the Illinois Impaired Nurse Program. 

7. 011 or about February 20, 1991, The Illinois Department of Professional 
Regulation took disciplinary action against the Illinois license of Ms. Von 
Hoffen to practice nursing in that state. 

8. Ms. Von Hoffen failed to comply with the terms of the February 20, 
1991 Illinois Order. 

9. On or about April 12, 1991, Respondent was convicted in Wisconsin for 
driving under the influence. 

10. On or about April 29, 1991 respondent's probation was revoked and 
respondent was ordered to serve four months in the Illinois Lake County Jail. 

GD~CJJJSIONS OF L.W 

By the conduct described above, Laura J. Von Hoffen is subject to disciplinary 
action against her license to practice as a registered nurse in the state of 
Wisconsin, pursuant to Wis. Stats. 5441.07(l) and Wis. Adm. Code 09N7.03 and 
7.04. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the license of Ms. Von Hoffen to 
practice as a nurse in the state of Wisconsin shall be SUSPENDED for an 
INDEFINITE PERIOD of time. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that 

(a) Ms. Von Hoffen may petition the Board at any time following one (1) year 
after the effective date of this order for a stay of the suspension of her 
licensure. The petition should include documentation of: 1) continuous 
abstinence from the consumption of alcohol and controlled substances by Ms. 
Van Hoffen for a period of at least ninety (90) days prior to submission of 
the petition; and 2) resolution of any criminal charges pending against Ms. 
Von Hoffen. Denial in whole or in part of a petition under this paragraph 
shall not constitute denial of a license and shall not give rise to a 
contested case within the meaning of Wis. Stats. §§227.01(3) 



and 227.42. 

Upon its determination that Laura J. Von Hoffen can safely and competently 
return to the active practice of nursing, the Board may stay the suspension 
For a period of three (3) months , conditioned upon compliance with the 
conditions and limitations outlined in paragraph (b), below. 

1. Laura J. Von Hoffen may apply for consecutive three (3) month 
extensions of the stay of suspension, which shall be granted upon 
acceptable demonstration of compliance with the conditions and limitations 
imposed upon Ms. Von Hoffen's practice during the prior three (3) month 
period. 

ii. If the Board denies the petition by Ms. Von Hoffen far an extension, 
the E~srd shall afford -an opportunity for hearina in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in Wis. Adm. Code Ch. RL 1 upon timely receipt of a 
request for hearing. 
. . . 111. Upon a showing by Ms. Von Hoffen of complete, successful and 
continuous compliance for a period of two (2) years with the terms of 
paragraph (b), below, Ms. Von Hoffen may petition for return of full 
l&ensure. The Board may, in its discretion, require that Ms. Von Hoffen 
complete at least six (6) months of nursing employment monitored under the 
conditions of paragraph (b) prior to the Board's issuance of a complete 
and unrestricted license. 

(b) CONDITIONS OF STAY 

i. Ms. Von Hoffen shall maintain successful participation in a program 
for the treatment of chemical dependency at a health care facility acceptable 
to the Board. As a part of treatment, Ms. Von Hoffen must attend therapy on a 
schedule as recommended by her therapist: the Board may, however, in its 
discretion establish a minimum number of therapy sessions per month. In 
addition, Ms. Van Hoffen must attend Alcoholics or Narcotics Anonymous On a 
schedule as recommended by her treatment provider. 

ii. Upon request of the Board, Ms. Von Hoffen shall provide the Board 
with current releases complying with state and federal laws, authorizing 
release of counseling, treatment and monitoring records, and employment 
records. 

iii. Ms. Von Hoffen shall remain free of alcohol, prescription drugs and 
controlled substances not prescribed for valid medical purposes during the 
period of limitation. 

iv. Ms. Von Hoffen must participate in a program of random witnessed 
monitoring for controlled substances.and alcohol in her blood and/or urine on 
a frequency to be established by the Board in conjunction with the granting of 
a petition for a stay of suspension. If the physician or therapist 
supervising her plan of care or her employer deems that additional blood or 
urine screens are warranted, Ms. Von Hoffen shall submit to such additional 



Ms. Von Hoffen shall be responsible for obtaining a monitoring facility and 
reporting system acceptable to the Board, as well as for all costs incurred in 
conjunction with the monitoring and reporting required. 

To be an acceptable program, the monitoring facility shall agree to provide 
random and witnessed gatherings of specimens for evaluation. The facility 
must agree to maintain a custody record of all specimens, and to Confirm 
positive test results with gas chromatography or mass spectometry. It shall 
further agree to file an immediate report directly with the nursing Examining 
Board upon such failures to participate as: if Ms. Von Hoffen fails to appear 
upon request: or if a drug or alcohol screen proves positive; or if Ms. Von 
Hoffen refuses to give a specimen for analysis upon a request authorized under 
the terms of this order. 

Ms. Von Hoffen understands and agrees that the accuracy of the monitoring 
obtained is her responsibility. For the purposes of further actions affecting 
Ms. Von Hoffen's license, it shall be presumed that all confirmed positive 
reports are valid. Ms. Von Hoffen shall have the burden of proof to establish 
an error in testing or fault in chain of custody regarding a positive 
monitoring report. 

v. Ms. Von Iioffen shall provide her employer and any prospective 
employers with a Copy of this Final Decision and Order immediately upon 
issuance of this Order, and upon any change of employment. In addition, Ms. 
Von Hoffen shall immediately provide her employer with a Copy of any denial of 
an extension of stay under this Order. 

vi. Ms. Von Hoffen shall arrange for quarterly reports to the nursing 
Examining Board from her employer evaluating her work performance; from the 
monitoring facility providing the dates and results of the screenings 
performed; and from her counselor evaluating Ms. Von Hoffen's attendance and 
progress in therapy as well as evaluating her level of participation at NA/AA 
meetings. 

vii. Ms. Von Hoffen shall refrain from access to or the administration of 
controlled substances in her work setting until such time as access or 
administration is approved by the Board. 

viii. Ms. Von Hoffen shall report to the Board any change in employment 
status, change of residence address or phone number, within five (5) days of 
any such change. 

(c) Ms. Von Hoffen may petition the Board in Conjunction with any application 
for an additional stay to revise or eliminate any of the above conditions. 
Denial in whole or in part of a petition under this paragraph shall not 
constitute denial of a license and shall not give rise to a contested Case 
within the meaning of Wis. Stats. §§227.01(3) and 227.42. 



(d) Violation of any of the terms of this Order shall be construed a8 
conduct imperiling public health , safety and welfare and may result in a 
summary suspension of Ms. Von Hoffen's license; the Board in its discretion 
may in the alternative deny an extension of the stay of suspension or impose 
additional conditions and limitations other additional discipline for a 
violation of any of the terms of this Order. 

(e) This Order shall become effective upon the date of its signing. 
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TION FOR NURSE LICENSURE 

1. NAME (as you wish it to appear on license) 2. DATE OF BIRTR (moldaylyr) 

JO---h) -s3 
3. OTHER NAME(S) YOU RAVE BEEN KNOWN BY (including maiden name) 4. SS# (vofuatary) 

.$, 
5. PRESENT ADDRESS (number. street, city , state, zip code) 

/ 6. ADDRESS TO WRICH LICENSE IS TO BE SENT (number, street, city, state, zip code 

L 

and effective date ) 

lJ,-, t;-dl"f 
SCHOOL OF NURSING AND LOCATION (city & state) DATE OF DEGREE/DIPLOMA 

Calla .o~ Ls kc. cou,.q-,,Gn+s~~k~ 5L 
8. STI(TE OF ORIG. LICWSURE -'DATE OF ORIG. LICENSURE ORIG. LrdENSE NDMBER 

!b-sly . ~4l-aWK77 
9. SAVE YOU APPLIED FOR LICENSURR IN WISCONSIN PRIOR TO THIS APPLICATION? 

YES - NO If yes, give place and date of employment: UISMEG 1 Lnw 
70.?6# 

10. ARE YOU A NURSE ANESTR!ZTIST? 
.v, &Ii JoJo 

YES __ NO h I ,: ~<#JQ##1~690 ' 

11. RAVE YOU TAKEN THE STATE BOARD TEST POOL EXAMINATION OR THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL LICENSURE EXANINATION (NCLM)? 

YES x NO - If yes, in which state and date: 
f LL, su--~QFgg~ 

12. DO LOU ANTICIPATE TAKING THE NATIONAL COUNCIL LICENSURE EXAMINATION 
I 

(NCLEX) IN ANOTRER STATE? %. 
I 

NO 2 If yes 
n 

YES - , in which state and date: SW' 
rcTI 
am 

-3 13. HAS ANY STATE BOARD OF NURSING REVOKED, LIMITED, CANCELLED OR TAKEN Om N 
DISCIPLINARY ACTION AGAINST YOU OR DENIED YOU A LICENSE? =oppI 

YES - NO 1 If yhs 
kd 

hEz explain on separate sheet - include states 
date, type of action 

(OVER) 

\\ 

l/772 (Rev. 8109) 
Ch. 441, w. u. 



State of WisconS: C epartment of Regulation& T-,ensing ; - y 
-. 

. . i , i 

14. IS DISCIPLINARY ACTION PENDING AGAINST YOU IN ANY STATE? .:CQ: 1 \. :;3;:';i 
%?ikjES - NO x If yes, explain on separate sheet - include state, 

date, and type of action 
68 & ,'>I -, '( 

(f&y?.:. :::f'>,".; i, ; I 
A "YES" ANSWER TO TSE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IS NOT AUTOMATIC DENIAL OF A 
LICENSE. AN "INFORMATION ON CONVICTION(S)/PENDING CHARGE(S)* FORM (1/1035) WILL BE 
SENT TO YOU REQUESTING SPECIFIC INFORMATION RELATIVE TO ANY ARREST OR CONVICTION 
RECORD. 

15. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF A CRIME (MISDEMEANOR OR FELONY) OR ARE YOU 
SUBJECT TO A PENDING CRIMINAL CEARGE? (excluding minor traffic violations) 

YES 1 NO 4- . . . _. .-~_ .,_ ./ 
16. SAVE YOU EVER BEEN TERMINATED FROM ANY NURSING EMPLOYMENT FOR REASONS RELATED 

TO NEGLIGENCE OR INCOMPETENCE? 

YES - NO x If yes. explain on a separate sheet - give name 6 
address of employer(s) & date(s) of employment 

If, after a license has been issued on this application, it is ascertained that 
misrepresentation of facts, or fraudulent statements have been made, the license 
so issued may be revoked by the Board of Nursing and the applicant becomes subject 
to legal prosecution. 

I state, under the penalties for false swearing provided for in Section 946.32, 
!Jis. ,C&&G. that I am the person who is referred to on the application, that the 
statements and representations made hereon are strictly true in every respect. 

4d a--16- 
Applicant's Signaturd 1 Date 

Telephone No. (Area Code): Y rY 

Information requested is required for processing this application 



STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING 
_ __________I________________I____________---------------------------- 
IN THE MATTER OF 
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS AGAINST : STIPULATION 

LAURA J. VON HOFFEN, R.N., 91 NUR 076 
RESPONDENT 

__________-_________------------------------------------------------------ 

It is hereby stipulated between Laura J. Von Hoffen, personally on her 
own behalf and Steven M. Glee, Attorney for the Department of Regulation and 
Licensing, Division of Enforcement, as follows that: 

1. This Stipulation is entered in resolution of the pending proceedings 
cnncsning Vs. Van Doffer,'6 license. The stipulntivn and order shall he 
presented directly to the Board of Nursing for its consideration for adoption. 

2. Ms. Von Hoffen understands that by the signing of this Stipulation 
she voluntarily and knowingly waives her rights, including: the right to a 
hearing on the allegations against her, at which time the state has the 
burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence: the 
right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; the right to 
call witnesses on her behalf and to compel their attendance by subpoena; the 
right to testify herself; the right to file objections to any proposed 
decision and to present briefs or oral arguments to the officials who are to 
render the final decision; the right to petition for rehearing; and all other 
applicable rights afforded to her under the United States Constitution, the 
Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, and the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code. 

3. Ms. Von Hoffen is aware of her right to seek legal representation 
and has been provided the opportunity to seek legal advice prior to signing 
this stipulation. 

4. Ms. Von Hoffen agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision 
and Order by the Board of Nursing. The parties to the Stipulation consent to 
the entry of the attarhed Final Dorisioa and Order without further notice, 
pleading, appearance or consent of the parties. Respondent waives all rights 
to any appeal of the Board's order, if adopted in the form as attached. 

5. If the terms of this Stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, 
the parties shall not be bound by the contents of this Stipulation, and the 
matter shall be returned to the Division of Enforcement for further 
proceedings. In the event that this Stipulation is not accepted by the 
Board, the parties agree not to contend that the Board has been prejudiced or 
biased in any manner by the consideration of this attempted resolution. 

6. Attached to this Stipulation is the current licensure card of Laura 
J. Von Hoffen. If the Board,s.ccepts the Stipulation, Ms. Von Hoffen's 
license shall be reissued only in accordance with the terms of the attached 
Final Decision 



and Order. If the Board does not accept this Stipulation, the license of Ms. 
Von Hoffen shall be returned to her with a notice of the Board’s decision not 
Lo accept the Stipulation. 

7. The parties to this stipulation agree that the attorney for the 
Division of Enforcement and the member of the Board of Nursing assigned 86 an 
advisor in this investigation may appear before the Board of Nursing for the 
purposes of speaking in support of this agreement and answering questions 
that the members of the Board may have in connection with their deliberations 
on the stipulation. 

a. The Division of Enforcement joins Ms. Von Hoffen in recommending the 
Board of Nursing adopt this Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision 
and Order. 

3-a?-?“/% 
Date 

,’ . 3 y=r 
Date 



NOTICE OF APPEAL INFORMATION r 
(Notice of Rights for Rehearing or Judicial Review, 

the times allowed for each, and the identification 
of the party to be named as respondent) 

The following notice is served on you as part of the fiuel decision: ,?- 

1. Rehearing. 

Any person aggrieved by this order may petition for a rehearing 
within 20 days of the service of this decision, as provided iu section 227.49 
of the Wisconsin Statutes, a copy of which is attached The 20 day period 
commences the day after personal service or mailing of this decision. (The 
date of mailing of this decision is shown below.) The petition for 
~J=-+wsho~dbefiledtifi the State of Wisconsin Board ofNu&ng. 

A petition for rehearing is not a prerequisite for appeal dhv%tly to circuit 
court through a petition for judicial review. 

2. Judicial Review. 

Auy person aggrieved by this decision has a right to petition for 
judicial review of this decision as rovided in section 227.63 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes, a co 

t 
y of whl &* M attached. The petition should be 

filedincircuitcou&~ smedupon the State of Wisconsin Board of 
Nursing 

within 30 days of service of this decision if there has been no petition for 
rehearing, or within 30 days of service of the order fhmlly disposing of the 
petition for rehearing, or within 30 days after the iiual disposition y 
operation of law of any petition for rehearing. 

The 30 day 
maihug of the z 

eriod commences the day &er persoual service or 
ecision or order, or the da 

0 eration of the law of auy petition for K 
after the iinal dispositiof by 

t&s 
earing. (The date of malllng of 

decision is shown below.) A petition for judicial review should be 
served upon, and name as the respondent, the followiug: the State of 
Wisconsin Board of Nursing, 

The date of mailing of this decision is May 5, 1992. . 

t; 


